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Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School (PACHS) is located 

in one of Chicago’s Puerto Rican neighborhoods.  Serving 

youth who are 16 or older, the high school’s mission is 

“to provide a quality educational experience needed to 

empower students to engage in critical thinking and 

social transformation, from the classroom to the Puerto 

Rican community, based on the philosophical foundation 

of self-determination, a methodology of self-

actualization and ethics of self-reliance.”  
 

Mix IT Up! Supports college preparation by PACHS 

students in a senior portfolio class.  Students edit 

resumes, personal statements, and other college essays.  

Mix IT Up! is compiling information online related to 

higher education, scholarships, and course 

requirements. 

The UP Center provides LGBTQ-related resources to youth and 

adults in Champaign County.  Located in Urbana, the UP Center 

seeks to build social consciousness around LGBTQ experiences 

and issues. Mix IT Up! provides library and information-related 

services through the creation and population on an on-line 

library catalog (https://librarything.com/profile/

Champaign_UP_Center) of currently held materials and through 

ongoing collection development.   

 

Concurrently, a Mix IT Up! project is documenting the 

experiences of LGBTQ individuals in the area through archival 

research, digital storytelling, and recorded interviews. These 

materials will be housed at the Champaign County Historical 

Archives as well as available online through the UP Center’s 

YouTube page (https://youtube.com/user/

UPCenterCU)   

Douglass Library, a branch of Champaign Public Library, provides 

programming, library services, materials, and technological 

access to children, youth, and adults.  Douglass Library was 

founded as a library for the black community in 1970, with 

assistance from the Graduate School of Library and Information 

Science. 

Building on existing programming at Douglass, and the 

international experiences of the Mix IT Up! scholar at the site, we 

have collaborated with Douglass Librarians to present 

programming related to International Reading Days in a number 

of countries.  These programs encourage youth to consider the 

shared and divergent aspects of various other cultures, and to 

think creatively about information 

literacy. 

Urbana Neighborhood Connections Center (UNCC), 

located in Urbana, serves up to 30 youth from the Urbana 

school district.  Their vision is for a “healthy, 

compassionate, progressive community where all 

children and families have access to services and support 

that empowers successful development.  To bring that 

vision into reality, UNCC provides quality educational, 

social-emotional, spiritual and recreational enrichments 

to youth and their families within the context of a safe, 

structured, and nurturing environment”. 
 

Mix IT Up! supports UNCC through the maintenance of an 

existing computer lab and creation of computer 

programming that links to the educational requirements 

of Urbana schools.  Upcoming programming will be 

situated in the interests and experience levels of youth 

and technology, with a focus on technological and 

information literacy.  Mix IT Up! will also provide library 

assistance with the existing collection of materials located 

at UNCC. 

The Champaign County Juvenile Detention Center (CCJDC) has approximately 25 

youth at any given time; youth ages 10 to 17 remain there from two weeks to several 

months. The JDC Library Project provides library services to youth in the CCJDC. The 

collection has grown to over 2300 titles and includes fiction and nonfiction, 

biographies, graphic novels, and guides to juvenile justice, the job market, personal 

health and wellbeing, and higher education.   

GSLIS students hold library hours twice a week, offering readers’ advisory to youth, 

and coordinate with JDC staff on special displays and programs, including a book club.  

This year, a writing program has been initiated by the Mix IT Up! site scholar.  Through 

a partnership with volunteer reviewers of various backgrounds as well as The Beat 

Within, an organization based out of San Francisco that publishes a weekly 

publication of writings by incarcerated youth, these young writers are able to engage 

in a national dialogue regarding their feelings and experiences. 

TAP in Leadership Academy provides summer and after-school 

programming to historically underserved middle and high school 

students in the Champaign-Urbana area.  TAP In was recently 

awarded a large grant to extend programming into local schools.  
  

Mix IT Up! has promoted TAP In’s vision of educating, equipping, 

and empowering youth to become the next generation of leaders.  

In cooperation with founder Sally Carter, we have installed a 

computer lab, redesigned TAP In’s website, and implemented new 

programs for TAP In around digital and print literacy. Mix IT Up! 

has also supported the expansion of TAP In services through the 

creation of a volunteer database and library maintenance.  Future 

projects include the development of a TAP In Wiki to preserve 

institutional memory, share innovative ideas, and preserve the 

stories of TAP In students, volunteers, and staff. 

Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club (DMBGC) provides a wide 

range of programs designed to meet the needs of 

underserved youth.   

Through partnership with a GSLIS course, Introduction to 

Network Systems, Mix IT Up! redesigned a computer 

lounge that attracts youth and encourages peer-to-peer 

collaboration in the development of information literacy. 

Mix IT Up! began work with Illinois Public Media (WILL) 
and Stratton Elementary School this semester. Throughout 
the year, students of the Stratton Media Venture learned 
to write and produce their own newscast and school 
announcements. As a foundation to media, the 
educational outreach coordinator and Mix IT Up! scholar 
developed curriculum that deals with media on the mass 
consumption level but also on a personal scale. The 
capstone project, Photovoice, guided 2nd-5th graders 
through an analysis of the media on the walls of their 
school. 

As part of the GSLIS 

Alternative Spring Break 

program, Mix IT Up! scholars 

discuss experiences in 

librarianship with students 

and faculty at the University 

of Turabo’s Governor Pedro 

Roselló Library Museum in 

Puerto Rico. 

Universidad del Turabo/Biblioteca 

Museo del Gobernador Pedro Rosselló 

(BMGPR) is a dynamic learning 

environment that promotes life-long 

learning in the community via forums, 

conferences, guided tours, workshops, 

and open study rooms.   

Next Steps 

The Urbana Free Library auditorium has been turned into a fun 
and engaging environment in which there are multiple activities 
for youth Tuesday through Thursday. There have been stations 
for playing musical instruments, making Fab Lab creations, 
drawing, playing board games, and producing media. Youth 
programming fosters self-expression and creativity while leading 
youth to create crafts, music, and new media messages. The 
focus is to introduce new ways to use technology, gain familiarity 
with emerging tools, and develop critical thinking skills. 
 

The collaboration of teen librarians, a Mix IT Up! scholar, the Fab 

Lab, and GSLIS volunteers provides unique programming, 

engaging with many young members of the community. Teens 

are able to make small crafts and electronics using equipment 

from the various partners. So far, crafts have included light-up 

robot pins, contact microphones, and synthesizers by soldering, 

as well as didgeridoos (Australian wind instruments). 

Defining Youth Advocacy: 

Youth advocacy occurs at multiple levels, not only by challenging systemic 

inequities and institutional biases but also through the thoughtful, respectful, 

and equitable provision of day-to-day service.  Youth advocacy seeks to 

support youth as individuals, as members of families and communities, and as 

part of society as a whole.  Youth advocacy includes: 

 Advocacy in the library 

 Protecting and defending the rights of all youth to access library materials 

and services 

 Providing library services that support successful youth development 

 Promoting youth creativity, self-sufficiency, and critical literacy 

 Advocacy in the community 

 Advocating for social structures which support youth development 

 Challenging systemic biases 

 Promoting youth civic engagement 

 Educating others about the issues that impact youth 

 Facilitating advocacy efforts by others 

 Providing youth with tools, skills, and information to advocate for 

themselves 

 Supporting and/or partnering with organizations and individuals that 

engage in youth advocacy 

About Mix IT Up!: 

Mix IT Up!, at the Graduate School of Library and Information 

Science (GSLIS) at Urbana-Champaign, is supported by the Institute 

of Museum and Library Services.  Community partners include 

Champaign County Juvenile Detention Center, Champaign Public 

Library Douglass Branch, Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club, Puerto 

Rico Cultural Center, TAP In Leadership Academy, The UP Center of 

Champaign County, and Urbana Neighborhood Connections Center.  

 

The centerpiece of the Mix IT Up! Project is long-term community-

student partnerships.  We aim to create a model for emerging 

information professionals to engage in youth advocacy throughout 

their program.  The project recruits underrepresented library 

students for coursework and hands-on activities with partners. 

LIS Student Engagement: 

GSLIS students work closely with partner organizations to develop 

site specific projects and programming.  Students commit five 

hours or more a week to their partner sites; they also blog and 

present about youth advocacy librarianship.  Experienced students 

also act as mentors to incoming students.   

https://mixituplis.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

At Illinois Public Media, 

the Champaign County 

PBS affiliate, education 

director and a Mix IT 

Up! scholar, develop 

and deliver lesson plans 

to critically engage 

youth in their media 

consumption and 

production. Here, a 

third grader discovers 

advertising tricks on the 

PBS KIDS’ activity “Don’t 

Buy It!” 

Reel It UP! Film Festival every 

Tuesday in June, 2013. Ensuring 

LGBT youth see themselves 

reflected in media. 

The Rainbow Bookbag Conference held 

on 4/26/2013.  Educating future 

teachers, counselors, and librarians on 

how to be an ally to LGBT youth through 

creating safe and inclusive spaces. 

Students of Stratton Elementary 

School’s Media Venture develop 

newscasts with guidance from Illinois 

Public Media and a Mix IT Up! 

scholar. Media trainings include the 

entire production process, from 

interviewing guests to filming a news 

episode. 

UNCC summer campers plan 

projects like movie production and 

video game creation during media 

and technology workshops. E-toys 

software is used by UNCC youth to 

create and animate images. 

Tap In Academy provides 

computers for assistance with 

homework and other 

activities. 

The Urbana Free Library’s new 

afterschool technology lab 

promotes invention, creativity, and 

autonomy through 3D and 

craft cutter machine printing, 

gaming, drawing, and audio and 

video production. 

A sixth grader produces 

her own music using 

professional audio 

recording software and 

equipment at the 

Urbana Free Library’s 

after-school space. 

Joe Coyle, who works with the Mix IT Up! 

juvenile detention center library project, 

presented at this year’s MWZF on the topic of 

publishing, writing, and distributing zines and 

other works by youth in the Champaign County 

Juvenile Detention Center. The library is planning 

to partner with the People of Color (POC) Zine 

Project (http://poczineproject.tumblr.com/) to 

distribute zines by youth in the detention center.  

Connie Kaiser, Champaign 

County Juvenile Detention 

Center Superintendent, 

with Walter Dean Myers, 

renowned author and 

national ambassador for 

young people’s literature. 

Encouraging young women to have healthy attitudes and 

lifestyles, SMART Girls helps them reach their full potential. 

Through dynamic sessions, group activities, field trips and 

mentoring opportunities with adult women, Club girls enjoy the 

opportunity to build skills for eating right, staying physically fit, 

getting good health care, and developing positive relationships. 

Other topics addressed include how the media influences attitudes 

about females; date rape and sexual harassment; sexually 

transmitted diseases; sexual myths and truths; getting regular 

gynecological care; and physical and emotional changes girls 

experience. 

Mix-IT-Up! : 

Rae-Anne Montague | rae@illinois.edu 

Lucas McKeever | lmckeev2@illinois.edu 

P
u

e
rt

o
 R

ic
an

 C
u

lt
u

ra
l C

e
n

te
r 

A third grader’s project: flying sun, 

moon, and stars – they fly up and 

down over each other, and bounce of 

the top and bottom of the window.  

N
ew

 C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

P
ar

tn
e

rs
  

St
ar

ti
n

g 
in

 F
al

l 2
0

1
3

: 

Jane Stern Dorado Community 

Library‘s mission includes, “engaging 

the population in activities and 

services, matching resources to users, 

offering education and training, and 

providing diverse materials for the 

community’s education and 

enjoyment.”  They accomplish this by 

offering story hours, English and 

Spanish classes, summer workshops 

for kids including art, photography, tae 

kwon do, drama, computer literacy, 

and more.   

 Compile a list of resources used in 

programming 

 Update the Mix IT Up! blog on current 

events at individual sites 

 https://mixituplis.wordpress.com/blog 

 Present at conferences via posters, 

workshops, roundtable discussions, etc. to 

promote similar partnerships elsewhere 

 ALA, SAA, IFLA, JCLC, MBLGTACC, ILA, 

WLA 

 Peer support and feedback for Mix IT Up! 

students and scholars at weekly check-in 

meetings 

C
o

n
ti

n
u

e
d

 A
cti

vi
ti

e
s:

 

https://mixituplis.wordpress.com

